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T0 THE READ E R. 


IN ſuch a trying ſeaſon as that which is before 
you, my dear reader, it is a great bleſſing to have 
k ilful aſſiſtance and good advice. But if it is deſir- 
able to contribute to the preſent comfort of our 
fellow creatures, it is ſtill far more important to 
do ſomething for their eternal welfare. With 
this view you are intreated to read attentively 
the little book now put into your hands :—It is 
given from a fincere;defire to do you good and 
to make you happy; and ſhould you, by the 
bleſſing of God, be led really to imitate the 
| example, and follow the advice it contains, there 
is reaſon to hope you will be thankful for it to 
all eternity. od 
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Ing man, they got a tolerable living, and might have 
gone on very comfortably, if it had not been their, 
own fault: but Mrs. Wilkins was moſtly murmuring 
and complaining; and if her huſband did ceme home 
when his day's work was ended, he had ſeldom any 
peace o comfort. The place was always at ſixes and 
ſevens. The lodgers and his wife were quarrelling 
and the children crFing : and, as ſhe ſaid ſhe could 
never bear to be trampled upon, and thought it was a 
mark of a mean pitiful ſpirit when people would not 
tand up for their own, words often ran very hig 
between them; and home grew ſo uncomfortable that 
at laſt John Wilkins liked much better to ſpend his 
Evil ways ſeldom proſper even in this life. While 
much of the huſband's earnings were ſpent at the pub- 
lick houſe, the wife's diſagreeable temper made the 
cuſtom fall off from the hop. They had already three 
children, and poor Mrs. Wilkins was now big of a 
fourth ; and though to ſee them run dirty as they did 
all day about the ſtreets, you would certainly think 
there could not be much laid out on either their 
cloaths or ſchooling, yet ſo badly did their parents 
manage, that they were ſometunes' even pinched tor 
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food. Indeed one great reaſon of this might be, that 
when their mother got a little more money than uſual, 
inſtead of laying it out to the beſt advantage ſhe 
would needs indulge in ſomething nice and coſtly, 
ſuch as hot rolls with a deal of butter, pickled ſalmon, 
oyſters, &c. &c; when homelier food would have been 
better for them. But from whatever cauſe it aroſe, 


world. Mrs; C. uſed to take in a little waſhin 


185 and 


| 46:46:58 115 
© * Matter enough, neighbour Clark, I think” (replied 
. ſhe.) I am ſure if things go on long with us as they 
4 now, my, huſband muſt go to a jail, and I muſt he 
brought to bed in the workhouſe. And as if this WET | 
not enough, John Wilkins can hardly give me a civil 
word; but when he comes home of a night from the 
. alehouſe, and I am full of pain, and quite worn down 
with working for him and his children, he does no- 
thing but ſnap and fnar], and lay all our ill luck at my 
door. Our family is already larger than we know 
how to, maintain; I don't know how we ſhall do 
when the other young one comes. I am ſure it is a 
very hard caſe for poor people to be plagued with ſo 
many children; and to ſuffer ſo much as they do, in 
bearing them, and bringing them into the world,” 
Come come, neighbour Wilkins,” (anſwered. Meß. 
Clark) © you muſt not give way to this murmuring 
fpjirit, but confider that all theſe things are ordergd 
by Gad's good providence. Children, you know, are 


huſbands ..“. TOE i oY 2 OFT ON 
* Ah!" (replied Mrs. W.) © this may do very well 
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for ſome of your poor tame creatures, that are afraid 
to Tay their /oul's their own.; for my part I have too 
high a ſpirit to ſubmit to ſuch treatment; and as to 
What the Bible ſays about it, I neither know nor care. 


It is not for ſuch poor hard working folks as I to ſpend 


bur time in reading the Bible, and going about to hear 
preaching; thouph it may do for you. As for that 
I Wins, (anfwered Mrs. C. ing a meek and. 
gentle manner,) 1 have my bread to work for as well 
As you, and ſhould think it very ſinful to be ſlothful 
and negligent: but I know that I have a foul to be 
YTaved ; and if I were to chuſe, I own 1 had rather 
'Narve here, than be miſerable for ever hereafter; 


though after all, I never knew any body that was the 


poorer for being religious. But pray what do you 


think will become of you in another world, if you 
don't ſerve God in this ; Think, Mrs. Clarke 


why whet nould I think? Vou talk, as though 1 
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were no better than a heathen; and for aught I know, 
_ though don't make ſuch a to do about it, I may be 


833 


An the main as good a Chriſtian as yourſelf. If 1 


don't very often go to church, I never did any body 


3 


*haye it; ſo that I don't ſe 


ee but what I ſtand quite as 
good a chance as my neighbours;'—* Ah my good 
Friend, (anſwered Mrs. Clark, ſhaking her head,) 1 
remember when I once thought juſt the ſame myſelf: 
but you know Tam a plain ſpoken body, and Fihould. 
mot diſcharge my conſcience if I did not tell you, that 


| ge lay deceiving yourſelf. It is not enough, 


Mrs. Wilkins, to do our duty to our fellow creatures, 
{50d in this the beſt of us ſadly fall ſhort,) but God 


as told us we ſhould love him with-all our heart, and 


mind and ftrength ; and Jeſus Chriſt ſays unlefs we 


repent and believe the 0 we ſhall all periſh.“ 


V. very much nettled}. 


Believe!“ (replied Mrs. | 
What then, do you take me for an unbeliever?“ 
Don't be angry,” : (ſaid Mrs. C.) “ I ſhould be very 
ſorry to giye you offence—but now we are talking on. 


this important matter I have too much regard for you 


not. 
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no to ſpeak ont what TI think. But pray, before I ſay 
any thing more, do tell me what you mean by belteu- 
ing? —* Mean |—why I believe in God and in his: 
Son Jeſus Chriſt to be ſure, as the Belief tells us.“ 
And yet you will hardly mind any thing God com- 
mands you !—He bids you keep holy the Eabbech day, 
and you. ſpend the greateſt part, of it in your ſhop! 
He tells you to“ ſeek rt the kingdom of God and 
„his righteouſneſs, and bids'you © rive to enter in 
at the ſtrait gate, for ſtrait is the gate and narrow is. 
the way that leadeth to life, and few there be that 
find it:“ and yet, by your own confeſſion, you ſel- 
dom give yourſelf any concern about theſe things! 
Oh! dear Mrs. Wilkins, do but conſider the worth. 
of. your immortal ſoul! As our Saviour ſays, what 
«ſhall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and 
loſe his own foul ??—As for time to ſerve God 
Why, where there's a will there's a way. Take my 
word for it, you will not find ſuch excuſes ſtand you 
in ſtead at the day of judgment. Nay, you will per- 
haps not think of them yourſelf as you do now, When 
you come to lie on a dying bed.— I hope you'll ex- 
cuſe my freedom, but I am the more earneſt becauſe 
of your preſent condition. To be ſure God Almighty 
haas been very merciful, and given you- very good 
times hitherto: but you know life is always uncertain. 
Do pray earneſtly to God not only that He would 


bring you ſafely through your time of trial; but wr = 


you his grace, that however it may go with you then, 

ou may have your. ſins pardoned. and be made fit for 
heaven; , 
While good Mrs. Clark was thus earneſtly talking 
to her neighbour with the tears in her eyes, Mrs. Wil. 
kins reddened with anger, and replied *© that indeed 
ſhe did not want to hear any of her preaching; - that 
ſhe had not lived ſo many years in the world to need 
to go to ſchool to learn o her; and that it much better - 
became people to ſtay at home and mind their 2 
buſineſs than to go about finding fault with their 
x 1 | A 4 neigh- 
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| (39) 
neighbours, becauſe they did not pretend to be ſuch 

| fats as they thought themſelves.” There is no know- 
ing how long ſhe would have run on in this manner; 
but juſt then a cuſtomer happening to drop in, put a 

ſtop to her railing, and ſet poor Mrs. C. at liberty to 

go home. 555 . 


| This good woman was not much ſurpriſed at the 
treatment ſhe had met with, neither did ſhe feel any 
anger or reſentment at it. No: on the contrary, ſhe 
ſincerely pitied Mrs. W. and prayed earneſtly: that 
God would change her heart, and enable her to lead a 
new life. Conſiderin too the ſituation that her poor 
neighbour was in, and that ſhe was likely in a ſhort 
time to be greatly ftrait'ned for ſeveral things ſhe ſtood 
in need of; ſhe began to think in what way ſhe could 
59 55 a fervice ; (for Mrs. Clark always made the 
word of God her rule, wherein we are commanded 
to return good for evil:) and recolleQting that ſome 
Charitable ladies whom ſhe worked for, lent out child- 
bed linen, ſhe immediately ſet out to get them for 
Mrs. Wilkins; and being ſo fortunate as to ſucceed, 
ſent them to her as ſoon as ſhe got home; having 
walked ſeveral miles, and carried a great bundle part 


of the way. 1 
Tbe thing that moſt concerned Mrs. Clark, about 
the diſcourle ſhe had had with Mrs Wilkins was, left 
the ſhould, without the leaſt intending it, have ſaid 
any thing that might ſeem like_/elf. pan hah or look- 
ing with diſdain on her poor neighbour: for though 
ſhe could not help knowing that (by the grace of 
God) her way of life was on the whole very differ- 
ent, ſhe was one of the humbleſt creatures in the 
world; and ſo far from thinking herſelf a great aint, 
and deſerving the Almighty's favour, ſhe uſed to think 
| herſelt unworthy the leaſt of his mercies. And the 
. Treaſon of this was, that inſtead of comparing herſelf 
with others, or with what e had formerly been, — ſhe 
always compared her heart and lite with the holy pa 
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Ep 55 | { (5 9 9 2 
of God, and the example of our bleſſed Saviour; 

which led her to ſee clearly, that after all ſhe could 
do; ſhe was at beſt but a poor ſinner, that could only 
hope to go ta heaven through the mercy of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus. | 2 $34 H 
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Mrs. Wilkins could not help feeling ſurpriſed and 

Pleaſed at her neighbour's kindneſs in getting het the 
childbed linen: but after all, ſhe liked her beſt at a 


diſtance; for in truth, the diſcourſe ſhe had had with 


her was too true not to give her ſome, little uneaſi- 
neſs. The time came, however, for Mrs. Wilkins to 

be delivered, without her having once thought of 
following her friend's good advice, and ſeeking hel 

of God, who alone can bring us ſafely through all 
our troubles and dangers, and give us ſtrength and 
patience to behave under-them in a proper manner. 
And here I cannot but obſerve, what an awful thing it 
is for poor women to come to ſuch a trying hour as 
this, and have no real ground for hope in God! How 
many there are who think themſelves good Chriſtians, 
juſt becauſe they have been baptized by their parents, 
and were born in a Chriſtian land; when in fact they 
are not a bit better than heathens—nay, are a great 
deal worſe; becauſe they have had the means of grace 
and ſalvation, and have neglected them. In ſuch a 
time as this, I ſay to ſee them without comfort and 
hope in God, or what is ſtill more dreadful, having 
only a fal/e hope, is fuch'a grievous thing that it 
makes one's heart bleed to think of it. 


- 
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_  » | However, after all the warning ſhe had received, 
ſo it was with Mrs. Wilkins; and if the Lord had 
then been pleaſed to have called away her poor ſoul 
in that unprepared ſtate, one could not believe the 
truth of what God ſays, and think any other than that 
„ jt had been better for her never to have been born. 5 
But through the Lord's unmerited goodneſs ſhe had 
both a quick and ſafe time; (though to be ſure upon 
the whole; it was ſharp and trying:) and yet from the 
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. of mind in which ſhe appeared to be afterwards, 
e ſeemed as much wanting in gratitude tb God for 

the merey ſhe had received, as ſhe had before been 

negligent in praying for his protection 
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Life and health are always uncertain; and it often 
'Happens that 'when people think themſelves molt ſe- 
cure, they are juſt then the neareſt danger. Though 
it pleaſed God to give Mrs. Wilkins ſuch a ſafe time, 
about a fortnight after ſhe was all at once taken very 
bad. Whether this was from any imprudence or 
miſmanagement, (for poor woman ſhe was too impa- 
tient of controul, and apt to indulge in what was not 
Proper) I cannot quite determine; but in a few days 
he got ſo much worſe, that her life was thought to 
be in danger. It is a ſad thing that people are often 
as bad as Mrs. Wilkins was, and yet are not in the 
Ieaſt aware of it. But happily this was not the cafe- 
witli her. Very ſoon after ſhe was taken, the thought 
ſtruck her, that perhaps ſhe ſhould not recover; and 
all at Once ; the cti ſoourſe ſhe had with Mrs. Clark 
ruſhed into her mind. — She could not help thinking 
How ungrateful and unkind ſhe had been to that — ä 
Woman, who had behaved in ſucha Chriſtian manner 
to her. She thought much on the good advice ſhe: 
Had given her; eſpecially what ſhe had ſaid about the 
worth of her ſoul, and the neceſſity of repentance; 
and was abmoſt overpowered: with grief to think that 
the had negletled it till ſucha time as this. Then ſhe 
began to look over her paſt life ;—to-think how paſ- 
ſionate and ill tempered ſhe had often been: how- 
neglectful in bringing: up her children; how provok- 
ing and di ſobedient to her huſband: —but above all, 
how ſhe had offended. God, by neglecting his word 
and worſhip; breaking his ſabbaths; taking: his holy 
name in vain !“; and many other ſinful practices; 
which though few people think any thing of, will no 
Bad iii Sn * l doubt, 
1 Tbe uſe of the words God, Lord, Chriſt, in common di feourſe is 
an awful way of breaking che third commandment, which numbers are 
Zuilty of, Fo „ | = 
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doubt, if not 3 through faith in Chriſt, all ap- 
pear againſt them at the judgment day. W 
For the firſt time in her life Mrs. Wilkins now 
really tried to pray: for though indeed ſhe had often 
been uſed to repeat a little prayer that had been tauglit 
her when a child; ſhe had never known before what 
it was to beg of God with all her heart, to give her 
the mercy and grace ſhe ſtood in need of, juſt as a 
poor condemned criminal would ſue for life, or a ſtarv- 
ing creature would aſk for a morſel of bread. But 
alas! poor woman, ſhe was fo weak, and her thoughts 
were ſo confuſed, that ſhe was not able to attend to» 
any thing long together: and this ſhews what an aw= 
ful thing it is for people to put off repentance till they 
come to a ſick bed! Poor creatures; they forget that 
repentance is the gift of God, and that if they pro- 
voke his wrath by their ſinful negle& of him, he will 
perhaps never beſtow this bleſſin g on them; but give 
them up to a hard unbelieving heart. Beſides, as one 
obſerves, what a fooliſh thing it is for people to think 
of turning to God, when they are hardly ſo much as 
able to turn upon e | : 
So it was with. poor Mrs. Wilkins that ſhe” could 
ow reſt, night nor day; and at laſt, nothing would 
atis fy her but that the miniſter ſhould be ſent for, to- 
my by her and give her the ſacrament... John Wil- 
kins, though not the Kindeſt huſband in the world, Was. 
nevertheleſs ſorry to ſee his wife in ſuch à mournful 
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condition; and tried all he could to pacify her withs 
the fame excuſes he made uſe of to quiet his dn con 
(ſcience: but, through the goodnels of God, ſhe was: 
become too ſenſible of her Jun real ſtate and charac- 
ter to be ſo eaſily deceived; ſo that all John's endea-- 
vours were 6f tio avant}. © PT 
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The Rev. Mr. B. who lived in the next ſtreet, was 
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da very pious benevolent man; and todk ſuch a plea- 


ſure in doing good that he was always willing te YO 
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the pooreſt perſon in the pariſh, if there was the leaſt 
hope of doing him any ſervice. When Wilkinsthere- 
fore begged of this gentleman to go and ſee his wife, 
he of courſe very readily conſented to viſit her; though 


for good-reaſons which we ſhall preſently hear, he 


was not ſo willing to give her the ſacrament. 


When Mr. B. came into the room he found Mrs. 


Wilkins in a very low condition. —His, heart ached, 
as it often did, to ſee a poor creature perhaps juſt 
17 to enter the eternal world, without any real 
1 owledge of the © things that. belonged to her 
£* Peace. 10 VVV 


My friend,” ſaid he, I am truly ſorry to ſee you 
in ſuch an afflicted ſtate of body; but I ſhall be 
happy to find that God bath made uſe of this afflic- 
tion to create in you a concern for your immortal 
ſoul.'— Ah Sir, (replied the poor woman with 


ve — 


the tears in her eyes and a faultering voice) I am 


afraid it is now too late—I believe it will ſoon be 
all over with me =I have been an ungrateful wicked 
creature, and can hardly tell how to hope the Lord 
will have mercy on ſuch a ſinner as I, If God Al- 


mighty were to ſpare my life, I might indeed hope 


by a better courſe, to make amends for what is paſt, 
but as it is, I know not what to think. That ſhews 
Z b quite ignorant of Jeſus Chriſt and the 
goſpel,” replied Mr. B. If you were to live an 
4 tp years and were to become the moſt pious 


woman that ever lived, you could not make amends 


Tor your paſt ſins, were they neyer ſo few. If a per- 


Ion had run in your deht, Mrs. Wilkins, but always | 


afterwards brought ready money for what be bought, 
1255 Would not think th vas paying off the old 
core, would you?'—* No certainly Sir.— Well 
that is juſt our caſe with reſpect to God: we have all 


ol us run deeply in his debt, by breaking his holy 
lau times without, number, in thought. word and 
deed; and {0 far from paying off any thing of what 
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is due, the very beſt man on earth is continually 
adding to it. There is not a day of our lives but 
what, as the church fervice ſays; * We have done 
thoſe things we ought not to have done, and have 
left undone thoſe things which we ought to have 
done,” Nay, our very prayers and devotions need 
don becauſe in ſpeaking to ſo great and holy 
a God we feel no more reverence and love to him. 
How then, do you chink you can do any think to 
merit God's favour, when the ſcripture tells us Curſ- 
ed is he whocontinueth not in all things written in 
„the law to do them; and when even our beſt ſex. * 
vices are mixed with ſin?'—* Alas! Sir,“ (replied 
Mrs. Wilkins) 1 don't ſee indeed what then can be- 
come of me. According to what you ſay, I don't 
know how it is poſſible for any body to get to hea- 
Ven. With man it is impoſſible, tanſwered Mr. 
B.) “t but with Gob all things are poſſible, “ Jeſus 
Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners. —He * 
gave himſelf as a 8 for their ſins,” * that 
„% whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſhbut 
have everlaſting life.” If your fins were a hundred 
times greater than they are, they might all be par- 
doned for AIs ſake: but then you muſt pray to God 
to give you true faith; for to repent, and believe in 
Jeſus Chriſt is a very different thing than what the 
moſt of peaple ſuppoſe.— ! Pray Sir, may I be fo 
free, (ſaid Mrs. Wilkins) * as to aſk what true re- 
-pentance and faith are?'—* Sincere | repentance” 
(anſwered Mr. B.) * conſiſts in a conviction that we 
are ſinners; and deſerving of God's wrath; in hum- 
bling and. hating ourſelves for bur fins, as you know 
Job did, when e ſaid, © Behold I am vile, I abhor 
* myſelf and repent in duſt and aſhes.” And true 
faith leads us ſo to credit God's word that we believe 
every thing he tells us. Not in a light trifling man- 
ner; as we ſhould believe ſome ſtory that does not at 
all concern us: but as that on which our eternal 
happinefs or miſery: depends. — When people, by 
Kai h in God's word, are. brought to Tee themſelves 
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as condemned ſinners deſervedly in danger of ever- 
laſting puniſhment: then and not before, they will 
begin to believe in a Saviour; to ſeek earneſtly for- 
giveneſs through him, and do what he eommands them.“ 


I uſed to think Sir, a little while ago,“ (ſaid Mrs. 
Wilkins) that I was à pretty good Chriſtian; but 
from ſonie diſcourſe: I had with a good neighbour of 
mine, and what I have ſince found out of myſelf, I 
am now ready to fear I never really believed in all 
my life. I am very glad to hear you ſay ſo (replied: 
N. B.) though 1 don't wiſh by any means to give 
you uneaſineſs; but in order to get a cure, you know, 
we muſt firſt find out the diſeaſe; It is adreadful delu- 
ſion for, people to think they ſhall go to heaven while 
their hearts remain unchanged N Chriſt 
ſaid, Except a man be born again he cannot ſee the 
* kingdom-of heaven.“ (John iii. g.) We are all 
born in fin; and the children of wrath: and every 
man's heart is by nature wicked and deceitful,” You: 
may ſee this, only by obſerving in your children the 
evil tempers and diſpoſitions they ſhew, before they 
are even able to ſpeak plain. For this reafon, it is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, that a change ſhould be made in 
every one's heart by divine grace. Moſt men either 
Auite negle& the ſervice of God, or at beſt think it 
only a wearineſs and a taſk ; and how is it poſſible 
that perſons of ſuch a diſpoſition, can be fit for tile 
enjoyment of heaven, and the company of holy faints. 
and angels, who are continually worſhipping God: 
day and ;night?'—* Oh! Sir,“ (ſaid Mrs. Wilkins) 
© what. of all the reſt hes the heavieſt upon my con- 
ſcience is, that I have ſo ſhameſully neglected my 
duty in theſe things. I uſed to think ſuch poor folks 
as J had ſomething elſe to do than to mind ſuch mat- 
ters: though ſure enough I could waſte my time, al- 
moſt by the hour together, in e eee 
neighbours, when L might have been better employed. 
It goes to my very heart to think how many Sundayis 
have paſſed over my head) without my n 
| | Within 
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within the church doors: and as to the ſacrament, I 


never received it in all my life. It would be a great 


comfort to my poor ſoul, Sir, if you would have the 
1 to give it to me before 1 die. But then, 
rs. Wilkins, I am afraid I ſhould be the means of 
giving you falſe comfort, and of leading you to build 
your hopes on a wrong foundation. Numbers of peo- 
ple, it is to be ſeared, are fatally deceived on this ſub- 
Ject. The receiving of the ſacrament merely, cannot 
procure. you the forgiveneſs of your ſins. If you were 
a real believer you might be, ſaved juſt the ſame with- 
out it; and if. you are not, it can be of no uſe. The 
Lord's ſupper was ordained by our Saviour, chiefly 
that bis diiciples might thereby makea publick profeſſion 
of their faith in him; and that by eating bread and 
drinking wine they might remember his dying love, 
in giving his body to be broken, and his blood to be 
med on the croſs for their redemption : ſo that, as the 
church catechiſm ſays, it is only an outward and 0 
ble ſfign of an inward and, ſpiritual, grace. It is the 
duty of every true Chriſtian, who is able, conſtantly 
to attend on this facred ordinance; but it is by no 
means that which moſt concerns you at preſent. Your 
great buſineſs now is, to be earneſt in praying to God 
to pardon your ſins, and change your heart. You 
muſt al ſo beg of him to teach you to pray, for e can 
do nothing ſpiritually good without his help: and 
though it is indeed a ſad thing to defer this great work 
of repentance to a ſick bed, and you have great cauſe 
to be humble for ſuch negle&; yet do not diſhonour 
God by doubting of his willingneſs to fave you, if you 
are really willing to come to him as, a poor ſinner, 
pleading only the name and merits of Jeſus Chriſt; 
and deſiring to ſerve and love him with all your heart. 
The ſcripture ſays; h ive his holy Spirit to all 


. 
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who aſk him. and cher“ e is rich in mercy to all 
4 them that call upon him. 
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After having ſaid theſe things to Mrs. W ilkins, and 
prayed, very earneſthy and allectonately with, Aer, 
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Mr. B. went away, promiſing to call again the firſt 
opportunity; and leaving her a good deal affected by 
the good advice and encouragement he had given her. 


It is not poſſible to relate here all the different 
converſations he had with her: but this kind gen- 
tleman called ſeveral times on poor Mrs. Wilkins 
during her illneſs; and her good neighbour Mrs. 
Clark, on hearing of the ſtate ſhe was in, went unme- 
diately to ſee her, and did all in her power to 
make her ſituation comfortable. Indeed the acted a 
moſt chriſtian part to this afflicted woman, ' fitting u 
with her and waiting upon her, juſt as it ſhe had been 
| her own ſiſter. Mrs. Wilkins was not well enough - 
to read the Bible herſelf, but ſhe took a great delight 
in hearing her friend read it, efpecially ſome chapters 
that Mr. B. had pointed out to her I. liii. Luke xi. 
John iii. Rom. iii. Coloſſ. i1ũfliu . 
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It was a very different thing to wait on Mrs. Wil- 
Kins now to what it had been formerly; for ſhe was 
ſo much more patient, contented, and thankful, that 
it was quite a pleaſure to do any thing for her. She 
lay for {ome weeks very ill; but at laſt, contrary to all 
expettation, ſhe began to recover: and through the 
goodneſs of God, ſhe had ſo profited by her ſevere 
Kinels, Mr. B. 's good inftructions, and the example 
of her neighbour, that when ſhe got about again ſhe 
was ſo altered for the better, that no one who knew 
her could help obſerving it. e 


The ſcripture ſays, © if any man be in Chriſt he is 
** anew creature,” and had you known this good wo- 
man, you would have faid '* She is a new creature 
indeed!“ To be ſure this great change did not take 
lace in a day; —and after all that was done, Mrs. 
Wilkins was by no means free from faults. No, it 
coſt her much ſtriving and many earneſt prayers: and 
the longer ſhe lived, the more ſhe ſaw of her own 
 weaknels and corruption: and the need ſhe had in 
ed every 
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every ching, to depend on the grace of God to par- 
don her fins and ſanctify her ſoul. Many a tear did 
_ the ſhed in ſecret, when no eye but God's faw her, 
over the working of evil diſpoſitions in her heart: but 
then, even in theſe tears there was a pleaſure beyond 
any this earth can give; and ſhe often felt that . peace 
** which paſſeth all underſtanding, and which the 
* world can neither give nor take away? 
33 * FEE Bien Yi lt een, OTA CEEIETS 
Mrs. Wilkins was now become more induſtrious 
khan ever; for true religion always teaches people to 
be diligent in their lawful callings : but ſhe could not 
now make her | worldly bufineſs' an excuſe for not 
minding the one thing neeedful. Her huſband was at 
fir ſt, to be ſure, a good deal diſpleaſed at her going con- 
ſtantly to publick worſhip, and ſhutting up ſhop on a 
Sunday: but the meekneſs and patience with which 
- the bore all his ill tempers, the great pains ſhe took 
to make every thing agreeable to him, and the neat- 
neſs of her houſe and perſon, altogether fo won u 
his heart, that he not only became reconciled" to her 
Conduct, but at laſt was even led to follow her exam- 
ple: So that in proceſs of time, theſe very people 
who were once always ſnarling- at each other, became 
the happieſt couple in the en eee ey Tbeir 
friends and acquaintance indeed laugh at them for 
their ſtrictneſs, and above all for Wilkins's cuſtom of 
daily reading and praying with his family: but ot 
from many things the neighbours have obſerved in 
him, they have now ſuch a high opinion of his . 
and „ ere they ſay they would as ſoon tak 
John 


It would do you good if you could ſee how well 
they bring up their children, and how nice and 7 
they look. There is nothing now Mrs. Wilkins diſ- 
likes ſo much as letting them run about the fleet, and 
get acquainted with other children, of whom they 
may learn bad words and wicked Ways. Inftead ef 
this, they are ſent to a little ſchool on the Weeb-dnutr 


ilkins's word as molt people's bon. 


than not let her have what ſhe ſtands in need o 
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and on Sundays they go to church twice a day, and 
read the Bible, and ſay Dr. Watts's hymns and cate- 
chiſms at home. And dearly as their mother loves 
them, ſhe would think it her duty to beat them ſound- 
ty, if ſhe found them telling lies, or doing any of thoſe 
little pilfering tricks, that numbers are guilty of, and: 
which in the end bring many a one to the gallows. 
"Theſe good people were at firſt a little afraid, that 
by refuſing to 2 cuſtomers on the Lord's day, and 
avoiding thoſe ſinful ways of giving ſhort weight and 
meaſure which they uſed to be guilty of, they ſhould. 
grow poorer than before: but God Who has all hearts. 
in his hand, raiſed them up ſo many friends, and ſo 
bleſſed their honeſt frugal endeavours, that they ſoon 
became more proſperous than ever they had been in 
their lives. To be ſure it makes a great deal of dif- 
ference in this reſpe&, that Wilkins now brings home 
to his family what he uſed to ſpend in drinking with 


his companions. Formerly when his poor Wife lay in, 
he could hardly get neceſſaries to carry her through: 
but now he has ſuch a ſenſe of the tenderneſs due to 
her in this time of trial, that I ſuppoſe: he would 


ſooner go without a drop of beer for weeks together, 
| And 
here I muſt obſerve, that of all the cruelties men are 


: men of to their wives, there is none more wicked 


and ſhameful than to neglect them in ſuch a ſituation; 


and to ſquander for their own pleaſure, the money 


which ſnould procure them needful ſupport... It is to 


be feared that many poor women ſink into their graves 


through. ſuch unkindneſs; and that at the great day 
of account their huſbands will appear to have been 


2 £ 


their murderers. 


1 a 


But it is very different indeed with Mr. and Mrs. 

Wilkins. Next to ſerving God, their great buſineſs 
is to make one another and every body about them as. 
comfortable as they can: and inſtead of murmuring 
ant repining, as too many people do; they are Alma 


\ 


always cheerful and contented; being ſenſible how 
much kinder providence is to them than they deſerve; 


and how happy thoſe are, however poor or afflitted, 


who have God for their friend and heaven for their 
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And now my dear reader, as I ſhould rejoice to ſee 


. 
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you happy, I wiſh I could A (iy on you to follow 
the example of good Mrs. A e 6 
7 14 1 4 7 * 7 „ 


ilkins. e 
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Vou may perhaps have an 
and much to bear with; but remember that a ſoft 


* anſwer turneth away wrath,“ and that Chrift hath 
ſet us an example that we ſhould follow his eps, 


** who did no fin, neither was guile found in hi 
lips; who when he was reviled reviled not again, 


When he ſuffered threatened not, but committed 
* himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly; Who his 
woven ſelf bare our fins in his own body on the tree, 


* teoufneſs.“ (1 Pet. ii. 21— 24.) So that whatever 
provocations you may meet with, you will not be ex- 


cleanlineſs needful for their health; and beware of 


that ſhameful practice, of which numbers are guilty, 


them ſleep, by which many poor infants are hurried 


out of the world, or made to ſuffer cruelly all their 
lives, that their mothers or nurſes may be a little more 
at liberty. But above all make it your great buſineſs 
to bring up your children inthe fear of God Watcek 
over their tempers and diſpoſitions, and do not ſuffer 


a ſinful indulgence to prevent your giving them the 


; _ timely 
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unreafonable huſband: 
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timely correction they require, and which the fcrip- 
ture recommends: (Prov. xiii. 24. XX111; 13, 14.) At 
the ſame time take care that you do this with tender- - 
neſs and prudence; not in the heat of paſſion, or for 
every little offence, but from love and compaſſion to 
their ſouls: elſe your own bad example will prevent 
the good effect, and you muſt not expect a bleſſing on 
<your ended „ 
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To conclude. Let me intreat you very ſeriouſly 
to conſider your preſent ſituation. Remember, that 
whatever ſkill and care may be uſed by thoſe who at- 
tend you, God alone can bring you ſafely through it. 
To him you mult look for every bleſſing; but oh! 

ahove all, ſeek the bleſſings of his grace, without 
Which you can neither be happy here nor hereafter.— 
Never let a day paſs over your head without praying 
earneſtly to God, both morning and evening, to give 
you true repentance; and that faith which purifieth 
the heart and overcometh the world. Conſider the 
various bleſſings temporal and ſpiritual, that both you 
and your's ſtand in need of; and make them matter of 
conſtant prayer: and do not ſuppoſe that ſaying over 
2 few unmeaning words for the ſpace of five or ſix mi- 
nutes is ſufficient for the diſcharge of this important 
duty: it will be of no avail to draw near unto God 
with your lips, if your heart be far from him. Take 
care that no worldly buſineſs or pleaſure prevail upon 
ou to break the ſabbath day, and do not fail con- 
Randy to read the word of God, at the ſame time 
begging of him to enable you to underſtand it. 


It is poſſible indeed, that this may fall into the 
hands of one, who thinks ſhe has no need of ſuch an 
exhortation. In ſuch a caſe you will ſay perhaps I 
am not only unlike what Mrs. Wilkins once was, (be- 
ing a dutiful obliging wife and a kind careful parent,) 
Hut I conſtantly keep the ſabbath go to church and 
read my bible. — But though all this is very commen- 
dable as far as it goes; let me warn you not to reſt 
Nin - ; | ' your 
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your hope of lieaven upon it: above all not to think 
that any duties you perform can merit the ſavour of 
an infinitely pure and holy God, whoſe favour you have 
forfeited by your tranfgreſſion of his ſtritt and ſpiri- 
tual law; and to whom there is no way of being recon- 
cHed but through the ſacrifice and mediation of Jeſus: 
Chriſt. The ſalvation of your ſoul is of ſach un- 
ſpeakable importance, that you cannot be too careful 
not to build on a wrong foundation. Nicodemus' was 
no doubt thought a very good kind of man, in his 
day: yet even to him, as to us all, Chriſt ſaid, Ve 
«©. muſt be born again.“ (John iii.) A mere formal 
attendance on religious duties is a very different thing 
from ſeeling the life and power of religion in the ſoul; 
ſinee numbers of people have all their lives long been 
conſtant in reading the bible, and ſaying over the 
church prayers, without once enquiring into the real 
meaning of the words they heard and repeated, or 
feeling any true concern about their ow ſalvation. 
Unleſs you are brought really to lead a life of daily 
repentance and faith; and are taught to take pleaſure 
in ſerving and obeying God do not deceive your- 
ſelves—you cannot be fit for the kingdom of heaven. 
Examine yourſelves therefore, (as St. Paul ſays) whe- 
ther ye be in the faith; and if you have hitherto been 
living a careleſs ungodly life—oh ! do not any longer 
put off the great work of converſion; do not make 
any worldly. concerns an excuſe for neglecting your 
imtörtal ſoul. If a perſon were to offer you à great 
eſtate, but required you to beſtow! much time and 
Pains; or to go a long 3 in order to receivẽ it; 
F dare ſay you would rather ſpare time from eating 
and ſleeping: than neglect it; and when the King 
heaven invites you, and promiſes to make you nappy 
both here and for ever, can you dare to refuſe /zs 
offer? When even Jeſus Chriſt, He who in the be- 
ginning was with God and was God, (John i. 1.) 
came down from heaven and died upon the croſs to 
ſave us, how can you'efcape if you neglett ſo great 
ſalvation ? (Heb, ii.) What are all the pleaſures _ 
FO: riches 
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riches of this poor vain life, compared to the favour 
of God, and a well grounded joyful hope of heaven, 

which will make you calm oa, comfortable in a dy- 
ing hour? Remember too, that nothing leſs than an 
ETERNITY. of happineſs or miſery depends upon the 
choice, and that every day we live brings us nearer | 
and nearer to our long home. Ves ere long we muſt 
all ſtand before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, when 
awful thought! if you deſpiſe the advice now given 
you, theſe very words which are written from a ſin- 
cere love to your ſoul will riſe up to your condemna- 
tion. But 1 would fain hope better things of you, 
my dear reader, and pray that He, who is ever ready 
to receive the returning penitent, would new create 
your heart by his holy Spirit, and lead you into all: 
goodneſs and truth. „%% -V gr SE, 


And ſhould you (as I pray God you may) be raiſed. 
up from your.copfinement ; do not forget the debt of 
ratitude you owE@to the Lord and to your kind bene- 
Glen: and how much it is your duty to pray for a 
bleſſing on thoſe who have been the inſtruments of 
your ſafety and comfort. Do not forget the. pains 
you have felt, and return with a vain light heart to 
the world: but conſider if he pains are ſo dreadful 
to endure, what mult be the bitter pains of ETERNAL; 
DEATH! 0 e TN ts” Woe ory 
May God Almighty give you grace to devote the 
remainder of your days to his ſervice ; that living and 
dying you may be the Lord's; and that when the 
trials of this life are ended you may dwell with him. 
in everlaſting glory and felicity! Au NX. 
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